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From David’s Desk
A Season of Transition
I’ve just completed a class that, in part, discussed managing churches in
transition. The course was designed to help pastors assist churches in refocusing their ministry, refreshing their priorities and renewing their relationships with God and each other. Over the course of seven units, I
learned about constructing a “history wall” so that a congregation can better see where it’s been, and where it wishes to go. I was given tools to
help a congregation celebrate its unique gifts through something called
asset mapping. I also learned to help identify its challenges, especially as it relates to interpersonal relationships. One of my favorite quotes came in that lesson when one of the facilitators reminded us, “You don’t have
to show up to every fight you’re invited to.” I thought that was helpful, especially in today’s contentious climate. All in all, it was a good class; one which I hope will make me a more effective pastor for our church.
After all, I do think our church is in transition; but then again, all churches are. In fact, everything is in flux;
organizations, communities...even people. Whether we know it or not, everything is constantly changing. As
Greek philosopher, Heraclitus once said, “No man steps into the same river twice, for its not the same river,
and he’s not the same man.” The question before us, therefore, is what do we do about the changes we are experiencing? Do we deny them, run from them, or turn and face them? Well, that depends on how we feel about
them. As it relates to our church, some I suspect, look around and see empty seats, fewer young people and
worry about the future. But then there are those who see the new preschool ministry meeting in our building,
hear discussions about constructing a Fellowship Hall and other visioning ideas, and are encouraged. These
opposite reactions to the same thing are proof that we’re in a season of transition.
Yet, whether one feels anxious or optimistic, there’s one thing we can all agree on: God is in control. Just as I
can list many things I learned in my recent class, I can also list scripture verse after verse that tells us of God’s
providential care. Joshua 1:9, for example, reminds us to “be strong and courageous...for the Lord God is with
us.” Jeremiah 29:11 lets us know God has a plan for the future, “one for our welfare and not harm.” In the New
Testament, Paul declares, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me!” (Phil 4:13) Well guess
what friends, so can we! After all, we believe Jesus is the Christ, and ruler of all things. So, he’s also the One
who has given the church universal a vision of a glorious future saying, “I am making all things new. Write it
down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” (Rev. 21:5) I don’t know about you, but this excites me. In
this time of change, I cannot wait to see what God is going to do in our lives, and in our church.
As I write this, the wind is howling outside ushering in a cold front that will sweep away the early autumn
warmth we’ve enjoyed recently, and replace it with chillier air more suitable for November. In more ways than
one, we’re entering a season of transition. Instead of being anxious about the challenges we face, or a future
we can’t see, I choose to focus on our blessings. My new asset mapping skills I learned in class have allowed
me to see a small, but dedicated group of Christians who are earnestly seeking to do God’s will. If we keep our
eyes on Christ, the transitions we are experiencing will lead to something amazing! While that’s not a lesson I
learned in class, it is something I believe. After all, while we may change, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday,
today and will be tomorrow.” (Heb 13:8) Therein lies our hope for all three.
I’ll see you in Church!

Disciples Mission Fund Reports BCC’s YTD Mission Giving
According to the Disciples Mission
Fund of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ), BCC’s mission giving is up over this time last
year by over $2,000.

holiday offerings for Easter, Pentecost,
Thanksgiving
and Christmas, each
BCC regularly donates a portion of which support
its income to support Disciples Mis- a particular
sion Fund. The money we give goes ministry. Adto support a variety of ministries.
ditionally, the
According to the remittance report, church colbecause of Disciples Mission Fund lects the
Disciples can “feed hungry neighWeek of
bors, support hospital and military
Compassion offering to support
chaplains, provide resources for
disaster relief and Reconciliation
children and families, start new con- which funds anti-racism, progregations, help churches find pasreconciling ministries.
tors and so much more.”
The next special day offering to
Disciples Mission Fund is also
be collected for DMF will be the
where the yearly special designated Thanksgiving Offering. It will be
offerings are sent. There are special collected on November 14th and

Lost Love Ones To Be
Remembered November 7th
November 7th is
All Saints Sunday. At BCC we
will use this day
to remember
loved ones we
have lost. If you
have a picture or
a memento of a
passed loved one you would like memorialized, feel free to bring it to
church on or before November 7th
for placement on our Memorial Table.

Lunch Bunch Fun: Join Us!
Thursday, November 11th is the
date, high noon the time and, El Cazador the place for BCC’s newest
Fellowship ministry, Lunch Bunch!
Join Pastor David Walton and your
friends for a time of food, fun and

fellowship. There is no agenda,
though at last month’s gathering
we discussed the possibility of
organizing a bus trip for seniors.
Where would you like to go?
Make plans to attend Lunch
Bunch this month, and bring a
friend. We’ll see you there!

21st. The Thanksgiving offering
benefits Disciples-related colleges and universities such as nearby
University of Lynchburg.
Thank you, BCC for your continued support of our church which,
in turn, supports DMF. Together,
we are impacting the world!

BCC To Host Community
Thanksgiving Service
For the third
year in a row,
Bedford
Christian
Church will
host the Bedford Ministerial Association’s Community
Thanksgiving Service.

This year’s service will be held
indoors where masks and social
distancing will be strongly encourMark your calendars now for the aged. However, it will also be
next Women’s Bible study sched- transmitted into the parking lot,
uled for Saturday, November 20th via our FM transmitter.
at 10:30AM. Carol Toms will
The Community Thanksgiving
lead this study entitled “All
About Rebekah”. A reminder that Service will be held on Sunday,
November 21st at 3:00 PM. We
no child care will be provided.
have much to be thankful for. So,
please mark you calendars now
For more information, contact
and plan to attend.
Dianne Gallant.
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Sun

Mon
1

Tue
2

Wed
3

Thu
4

EHS closed

Fri

Sat

5

6

12

13

19

20

10:30 AM
Bible Study

Yard Sale
8am - 2 pm

Election Day

7

All Saint’s
Sunday

8

9

10

Board meeting
following
10:45am service

14

In-House/
Parking
Lot Service
9:00 AM
In-House/Online
Worship
10:45 AM

21

11

Veteran’s Day
10:30 AM
Bible Study
12:00 PM
Lunch Brunch
El Cazador

15

16

17

18
10:30 AM
Bible Study

22

23

24

3pm Community
Thanksgiving
service, Bedford
Christian

EHS closed
24th-26th
Newsletter
deadline

25

Church

28

In-House/
Parking
Lot Service
9:00 AM
In-House/Online
Worship
10:45 AM

10:30AM-12PM
Women of the
Bible - “Rebekah”
Bible study

26

27

Church Office closed

29

30

*Please join us for our regular Sunday activities including In-House/Parking Lot Service at 9AM and In-House & Online Worship at 10:45AM

Those Serving in November
Elders: Robert Pawlas, Rosemary Pawlas
Serving in Home: Charles Taylor, Stuart Saunders
Diaconate: Randi Herrick (7), John Owens (14), Tina O’Hara (21),
Stu Robinson (28)

A Note of Thanks from the
Shepherd’s Table

Special Thanks to the Property
Department and Cutting Crew!

Dear Members:

From a grateful church family!

Thank you so much for
the donation of $400
(check#10835 dated
9/30/2021). We very much appreciate the contribution. The continued support for the efforts of the
Shepherd’s Table is very much
appreciated.
What a blessing you and your
members are to the Shepherd’s
Table. Your generous contribution
makes it possible to continue the
great work that the Shepherd’s Table provides to the community.
Sincerely,

Very special thanks is extended to
our Property
Thank you so much for the beauti- Department and,
especially, the
ful digital picture frame and card
grass cutting
you gave me for Pastor Appreciacrew. This grass
tion Month. The frame will be a
wonderful way for me to store pic- cutting season
was extended by
tures that tell the wonderful story
we’re crafting together here at Bed- the lack of frost,
and extra effort
ford Christian Church.
has been needed to keep the church
I feel blessed beyond measure to be looking good.
your pastor.
Thanks to all who served on the
mowing schedule: Ed McCoy,
God Bless!
Johnny Powers, Larry Wood, Michael Toms and Jackson Overstreet.
My Dear Friends,

Recording Secretary

Please Be In Prayer For...
Our Home Bound Members

Jean Patterson
Carolyn Deeter
30 Monica Blvd., Rm. 209 1919 Forest Rd.
Lynchburg, VA 24502
Bedford, VA 24523
Frances Cox
Heritage Green, Rm 311
201 Lillian Ln.
Lynchburg, VA 24502
Harold Morris
1315 Fenwick Dr.
Lynchburg, VA 24502

Ann Bruner
1347 Shepherds Store Rd.
Bedford, VA 24523

Those On Our Prayer List
Feel free to send a note of encouragement and goodwill. Please let the
church know of any updates. Thank
you!
Scott Bridges (Stuart Saunders’ brother-in-law), Donnie McKinney
(friend of Kathy Sharrett), Leona Meadows (Ed McCoy’s mother),
Sharon Tonas (niece of Peter & Jac Hull), Sarah “Olivia” Rowsey
(former student of Shauna Saunders), Avery Hardy (greatgranddaughter of Dianne Gallant), Amy Watson (daughter of Rushie
Wooldridge), Dan Mays (Connie Power’s brother-in-law), Peter &
Jacqueline Hull, Courtney Shepherd (daughter of Bryan and Joyce
Parr), Gail Gregory (friend of Ruth Fuller and Vicky Motley), Marguerite Cottrell (friend of Doris Tolley), Minor McGraw (Jane
Taylor’s uncle), Dianne Harris (Lyn Coppedge’s sister) and her
husband, Dan Harris, Owen Rogers, John Fellows (Jacqueline
Hull’s brother), Wesley Bobbitt (friend of Rushie Wooldridge),
Russell Bradford (Rushie Wooldridge’s brother), Jean Wheeler

BCC’s Committee Chairs and Members

(Those who volunteer their time to provide leadership need our thoughts, prayers and expressions of encouragement.)

Worship:

Susan Epperly - Chair, Bailey O’Hara, Barbara Powers, Lillie Coleman, Carol Toms,
Karen Cox
Hospitality/Fellowship: Dana Manias - Chair, Tina O’Hara, Shauna Saunders, Teresa Love, Rushie Wooldridge
Outreach:
Lyn & Eleanor Coppedge - Co-Chairs, Tina O’Hara, Dave O’Hara, Jacqueline Hull, Peter
Hull
Membership:
Rosemary Pawlas - Chair, Malinda Rivers, Dave O’Hara, Rushie Wooldridge
Staff Relations:
Ed McCoy - Chair, Carlisle Davenport, Larry Wood, Connie Powers, Brian Powers,
Walt Rivers
Stewardship:
Walt Rivers & Connie Powers - Co-Chairs, Dana Manias (Financial Secretary), Rosemary
Pawlas (Asst. Financial Secretary), Carlisle Davenport (Trustee), Stu Robinson (Treasurer)
Christian Education:
Brian Powers - Chair, Robert Pawlas, Larry Wood
Property:
Larry Wood - Chair, Charles Taylor, Ronnie Blevins, Ethan Walton, Robert Pawlas, Lynn
Orange, Shauna Saunders, Ed McCoy, Henry Love, Johnny Powers, Walt Rivers

NEWS FROM AROUND THE CHURCH
2021 Pledge Campaign Ends: Co-Chairs Declare it a Success

important to note, though, that the
church has had pledge to proposed
The theme for this year’s Pledge
and tallying was done, over 29
giving deficits in the past. Through
Campaign at BCC was “Something family units pledged that day, rep- faithful giving, BCC has been able
Old, Something New.” Through a
resenting the majority of the peo- to meet its obligations.
series of Bible
ple who make
studies and mesup the church’s That does not mean we aren’t chalactive particisages the church
lenged. With his characteristic optipants. The filearned the immism, Mr. Rivers says, “Let’s see
portance of buildnance team then if we can make up the difference
ing relationships
took into acbetween pledged and the budget by
based on trust and
count the fami- giving just a little bit more!”
building upon past
ly units who
successes by strivalso give, but
The co-chairs complete their report
ing for the new things God has
do not pledge. The total of money with this note of thanks, “God
planned for us. On Sunday, October pledged by church family and
Bless you and thank you for the
24th, the congregation took those
friends to support the 2022 budget work you do for our Lord and savlessons to heart and put their fiwas a little over $100.000. To
ior.”
that, the church is also able to add
nances where their faith is, by
$9,976.92 in daycare expense re- Board To Meet November 7th to
pledging to support the church’s
ministry and mission in 2022.
imbursement and $15,120 HuAct on Budget
manKind pays in rent. That brings
“Pledge day on October 24, 2021 at a grand total expected income in
On Sunday, November 7th the
Bedford Christian Church was very 2022 to $125,096.92. The proChurch Board will be meeting imsuccessful!” gushed Stewardship
posed budget for next year, how- mediately following the 10:45 serand Finance co-chairs, Connie
ever, comes in at $150,619, mean- vice to act on the 2022 Budget. All
Powers and Walt Rivers. Their reing our expected income falls a
Board members are urged to attend.
port indicates that after the counting little short of budget needs. It’s
Thank you!

Pledge Campaign Report

EHS Corner

about the fun we have during this
Fall season.

packed nearly 80 boxes! Praise
the Lord!

November is a time
for reflection and
thankfulness. We,
at Early Head Start,
reflect on our time
at Bedford Christian Church and are
so very thankful for
the space that we use and the delightful family feeling you have extended to us.

EHS teachers and families are
looking forward to collaborating
with BCC to celebrate the season
with the Fall Festival on Oct. 31st.
We will see you there!

These gifts will be compiled with
others from our area and shipped
overseas into the hands of little
one around the world.

Contributed by Janet Trent, Manager

Operation Christmas
Child In Full Swing

Thank you BCC for your generosity! When Outreach Chairs, Eleanor and Lyn Coppedge put out
Our children have been enjoying the an appeal for offering to support
Fall weather and spending lots of
Operation Christmas Child, you
time outside exploring nature. They responded in a big way. The orighave been using their senses to learn inal goal to stuff 50 boxes of
about; Colors (leaves, dandelions),
Christmas goodies for underprivileged children was greatly surTextures (pumpkins, straw) and
passed. At the October 23rd packSounds (wind, birds). They have
ing party, those who helped
been enjoying songs and stories

Thanks to all involved in this
wonderful outreach project.

Those who helped pack boxes included (left to
right) Stu Robinson, Rushie Wooldridge, Malinda
Rivers, Eleanor Coppedge, Dianne Gallant, Millie
Smith, Nancy McCoy and Pam Hedrick. Also involved, but not pictured were Lyn Coppedge, Ed
McCoy and J.W. Smith.

November Birthdays
Chris Sharrett
Gerald Dooley
John Barrett
Bill Sharrett
Teresa Love
Susan Epperly
Stephanie Levey
Carlisle Davenport
Terri Wheeler
Gayle Gray
Steve Wood
John Owens
Robert Pawlas
Logan Davenport
Gloria Shelburne
Dianne Barrett
Victoria Coffey
David Hyland
Teresa Burton
Ray Orange

1
2
5
5
6
8
10
10
15
17
17
18
18
23
23
25
25
26
27
29

Celebrations...

Upcoming….
December Birthdays
Eleanor Coppedge
Al Epperly
Connie Wheeler Kelton
Dennis Wood
Gail St. Clair
Nellie Powers

2
5
7
9
14
14

December Anniversaries
Al & Susan Epperly

8

November Anniversaries
Paul Sr. & Lee Orange
Dennis & Alice Wood
AC & Ruth Fuller
Charlie & FloLena Harris
John & Becky Owens

2
17
22
23
25

If you haven’t done so, check out our church’s Facebook page @ Bedford Christian Church.
Make sure you “like” it and start following it for all of our latest updates. You can also check
our church’s website at www.bedforddisciples.org or subscribe to our YouTube Channel.
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