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From David’s Desk 

I simply cannot believe it’s October already! Goodness, wasn’t January...like...just 
yesterday? As a younger man, I remember my mother often saying how much faster 
time flies by as you get older. Well, now that I’m older and have experienced it for 
myself, I can attest that my mother was right. But I didn’t know how right she was! 
Within the last few years, a researcher has finally explained why time passes more 
quickly as we age. 
 
Dr. Adrian Bejan, professor of Mechanical Engineering at Duke University, studied 
the issue and reported his findings in the journal, European Review. His theory poses 
that while time passes at the same rate for everyone, as aging occurs we process it 
differently. Young people with younger brains are able to process many more visual 
images at a faster rate than those who are older. This phenomenon acts as a kind of slow motion camera that 
slows down time in our youth. That helps explain why past memories, especially from those from long ago, are 
often more vivid than those from last week. “People are often amazed at how much they remember from days 
that seemed to last forever in their youth,” said Dr. Bejan. He continues, “It’s not that their experiences were 
much deeper or more meaningful, it’s just that they were being processed in rapid fire.” As we age, however, 
our brains become more complex and we use them differently. No longer “rapid fire”, our brains process expe-
riences more deeply, but not nearly as many at one time as before. Thus, with fewer visual images to slow our 
thought processes down, time “speeds up.” Makes perfect sense, doesn’t it? 
 
Well, I don’t know if that makes sense or not, but scripture seems to affirm it’s truth. In his letter to Titus, Paul 
says of those who are older, “be temperate, serious, prudent, and sound in faith, in love and in endurance, rev-
erent in behavior, nor slanderous.” (Titus 2:2-3) While those who are young may be able to process lots of sen-

sory images at once, they don’t often do very wisely. We speak of them as 
sowing “wild oats” as they indulge their whims with little thought of the fu-
ture. But as we age, life experiences help us leave behind immature behaviors, 
becoming more selective in what we say and do. Dr. Bejan might say this is 
the natural progression or maturing. But I believe it’s a divine plan. As Paul 
told also Titus we ought to “show ourselves in all respects to be a model of 
good works, and in our teaching show integrity, gravity, and sound speech 

that cannot be censured.” (7-8) To be sure, young people can do this too. But we who have a little age on us 
should do this. 
 
And, if the quickly passing days are any indication, it seems we’ve got less time to model such behavior in! 
Honest to goodness, the days of October will so quickly melt into November and December and then 2022 will 
be here before we know it. Ah, but as my mother also used to say, “don’t wish your life away.” You know, 
looking back I can see now that my mom was a pretty wise woman. Age and experience had made her that 
way; well, that and the Lord’s divine plan.  
    
I’ll see you in Church! 

Why Time Flies 

Tell those who are older to be 
temperate, serious, prudent, 
and sound in faith, in love 

and in endurance. 
Titus 2:2 



 

 

After the 2020 covid-19-related hia-
tus, Bedford Christian Church will 
once again host its annual Fall Fes-
tival! This year’s event, scheduled 
for Sunday, October 31st at 3:00 
PM, will be on a slightly smaller 
scale than in previous years.  
 

With the church now the site of the 
Bedford Early Head Start Center, it 
seemed like a good time to bring 
back the outdoor event, especially 
with collaboration from EHS staff. 
From the beginning, the church’s 
leadership envisioned intentional 
programming that would bring the 
church and preschool ministries to-
gether. This is our first foray into 
achieving this goal.  
 

This year’s Fall Festival will feature 
a Trunk or Treat, Hay rides, games, 
puppet shows, a pumpkin patch and 

other activities as volunteers are 
identified. The EHS staff will be 
providing games for all the little 
ones who attend. The church will 
be organizing and staffing the 
remaining activities.  
 
We are currently in need of vol-
unteers to organize and staff a 
pumpkin patch. Also, if you have 
other ideas for programming for 
the event, please contact the 
church office before October 
15th. We are also in need of folks 
to volunteer to help set up and 
clean up.   
 
In the meantime, all are encour-
aged to pray the Lord will bless 
this event that it will help further 
the Kingdom with fellowship and 
fun.   

The next Women’s Bible study, “All 
About Martha”, is scheduled for Sat-
urday, October 16th at 10:30AM and 
will be led by Malinda Rivers. No 
child care will be provided. 
 
For more information, contact Di-
anne Gallant.    

Gather with Pastor 
David and your 
friends for lunch at 
“The Station” on 
Thursday, October 
14th at noon for 

Lunch Bunch. This ministry was cre-
ated to build fellowship among the 
church’s members and to provide an 
opportunity to invite others to join 
us. Many of us have friends who are 
not church-connected and inviting 

Women’s Bible Study -  
“All About Martha” 

It’s that time again! Excitement is 
building as we prepare for our 2nd 
annual “Drive Thru Bethlehem.” 
This year’s event is scheduled for 
December 4th and 5th from 5 to 
8pm.. We are planning to have new 
scenes, more animals and even a 
bazaar! We need help in all areas.  
 
Please contact Connie Powers if 
you can help with the drive thru in 
any way. If you are interested in 
helping with the bazaar, contact 
Carol Toms. THANK YOU!  

Drive Thru Bethlehem 

Join Us For Lunch Bunch   

Bedford Christian Church to Host Fall Festival Again  

Yard Sale Planned for  
November 6th 

Mark your calendars for our next 
yard sale planned for Saturday, 
November 6th from 8am to 2pm. 
If you have items to donate, 
please bring them to the shed be-
fore October 17th. We need help 
sorting items and also need help 
the day of the yard sale. All pro-
ceeds go to the Building Fund 
and Christmas baskets. See Con-
nie or Lillie if you can help. 

Scenes from the 
2019 Fall Festival 
at Bedford Chris-

tian Church reveal 
that we had a ban-

ner crowd in at-
tendance and a 

good time was had 
by all. 

 
Can you help out to 
make sure the 2021 
Fall Festival will be 
equally successful?  

them to share a meal is a great 
way to introduce them to the 
church and its pastor in a fun at-
mosphere. There is no agenda at 
these gatherings except to enjoy 
each other’s company.  
 
Please RSVP by Monday, Octo-
ber 11th so that a space may be 
reserved at the restaurant. We 
hope to see you there!  



 

 

October 
2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

1 
 

2 
 

9am - noon 
Gleaning 

Event, 
Johnson’s Farm 

 

3 
In-House/
Parking  

Lot Service 
9:00 AM 

In-House/Online 
Worship 

10:45 AM 

4 
 

  

5 
 
 

6 
 

EHS closed 
(Teacher 
workday) 

7 
 

10:30 AM 
Bible Study 

 

 
 

8 
 
 

 
 
 

 

9 
 
 

 

10  
In-House/
Parking  

Lot Service 
9:00 AM 

In-House/Online 
Worship 

 

11 
 
 
 

12 
 
 

Stewardship 
Committee 

meeting, 6PM 

13 14  
 

10:30 AM 
Bible Study 

 

12:00 PM 
Lunch Brunch  
Liberty Station 

15 
 

 

16 
 

10:30AM-12PM 
Women of the 

Bible - “Martha” 
Bible study 

 

17 

In-House/
Parking  

Lot Service 
9:00 AM 

In-House/Online 
Worship 

10:45 AM 

18 
 
 
 
 
 

 

19 

 
 

 

20 
 

 
 
 

 

21 

 
10:30 AM 

Bible Study 
 
 

 

22 
 

Newsletter  
deadline 

23 
 
 
 
 

First OCC Shoe-
box packing  
party, 10AM 

 24 
 

Pledge Sunday 
 

 31 
 

Fall Festival, 3pm 

25 
 

 

 

26 
 

 

 

27 
 

 

28 
 

10:30 AM 
Bible Study 

 
 

29 
 
 

30 
 

*Please  join us for our regular Sunday activities including In-House/Parking Lot Service at 9AM  and In-House & Online Worship at 10:45AM 
 

Those Serving in October 
 

Elders: Charles Taylor, Stuart Saunders  
 

Serving in Home: Susan Epperly, Ed McCoy, Connie Powers (alt.) 
 

Diaconate: Malinda Rivers (3), Becky Owens (10), Jane Taylor (17), Carol 
Toms (24), Charles Taylor (31) 

October 15-17 VA Disciples Women’s 
Ministry Fall Retreat, Lynchburg, VA 



 

 

Please Be In Prayer For... 

Our Home Bound Members                       

Carolyn Deeter 
1919 Forest Rd. 
Bedford, VA 24523 
 
Ann Bruner 
1347 Shepherds Store Rd. 
Bedford, VA 24523  

familiar. Together we will learn that 
even in the midst of difficult times, 
God already has plans to create 
something new and exciting. The 
question is whether we have faith 
and com-
mitment 
enough to 
make it 
happen. 
 
Letters 
from the 
Steward-
ship co-
chairs 
were 
mailed at 
the end of 
September. The mailing also in-
cluded the 2022 pledge card. When 
you receive your card, please 
prayerfully consider what new 

BCC’s Committee Chairs and Members 
(Those who volunteer their time to provide leadership need our thoughts, prayers and expressions of encouragement.) 

 

Worship:   Susan Epperly - Chair, Bailey O’Hara, Barbara Powers, Lillie Coleman, Carol Toms,  
    Karen  Cox 
Hospitality/Fellowship:  Dana Manias - Chair, Tina O’Hara, Shauna Saunders, Teresa Love,  
    Rushie Wooldridge 
Outreach:   Lyn & Eleanor Coppedge - Co-Chairs, Tina O’Hara, Dave O’Hara, Jacqueline Hull, Peter 
    Hull 
Membership:   Rosemary Pawlas - Chair, Malinda Rivers, Dave O’Hara, Rushie Wooldridge 
Staff Relations:       Ed McCoy - Chair, Carlisle Davenport, Larry Wood, Connie Powers, Brian Powers,  
    Walt Rivers 
Stewardship:   Walt Rivers & Connie Powers - Co-Chairs, Dana Manias (Financial Secretary), Rosemary 
    Pawlas (Asst. Financial Secretary), Carlisle Davenport (Trustee), Stu Robinson (Treasurer) 
Christian Education:  Brian Powers - Chair, Robert Pawlas, Larry Wood 
Property:   Larry Wood - Chair, Charles Taylor, Ronnie Blevins, Ethan Walton, Robert Pawlas, Lynn  
    Orange, Shauna Saunders, Ed McCoy, Henry Love, Johnny Powers, Walt Rivers 

Scott Bridges (Stuart Saunders’ brother-in-law), Donnie McKinney 
(friend of Kathy Sharrett), Leona Meadows (Ed McCoy’s mother), 
Sharon Tonas (niece of Peter & Jac Hull), Sarah “Olivia” Rowsey 
(former student of Shauna Saunders), Avery Hardy (great-
granddaughter of Dianne Gallant), Amy Watson (daughter of Rushie 
Wooldridge), Dan Mays (Connie Power’s brother-in-law), Peter 
Hull, Courtney Shepherd (daughter of Bryan and Joyce Parr), Gail 
Gregory (friend of Ruth Fuller and Vicky Motley), Marguerite Cot-
trell (friend of Doris Tolley), Minor McGraw (Jane Taylor’s uncle), 
Dianne Harris (Lyn Coppedge’s sister) and her husband, Dan Har-
ris, Owen Rogers, John Fellows (Jacqueline Hull’s brother), Wes-
ley Bobbitt (friend of Rushie Wooldridge), Jeanie Kidd and family 
at the death of her niece, Katie Stanley, Russell Bradford (Rushie 
Wooldridge’s brother) 

Those On Our Prayer List 
 

Feel free to send a note of encourage-
ment and goodwill. Please let the church 
know of any updates. Thank you! 

things God has done in your life, 
then fill it out. Even if you are una-
ble to pledge an amount, please 
return your card so that the church 
will know it can count on your 

support.    
 
All pledge 
cards will be 
joyfully re-
ceived on a 
day of cele-
bration cur-
rently sched-
uled for Sun-
day, October 
24th. Please 
prayerfully 
plan to 

pledge generously to support our 
“old” church in 2022, and see what 
“new” things God has in store for 
us. Thank you!  

The 2022 Stewardship Campaign 
is underway at BCC! This year’s 
theme is Something Old, Some-
thing New. Throughout the month 
of October, Pastor David will be 
using a wedding theme to discuss 
how God creates new things out of 
old.  
 
Through a message series covering 
texts from both the Old and New 
Testament, we will be introduced 
to “Candace and Alphonse” a 
young couple, newly married, who 
make a new life for themselves. 
The challenges they face as they 
make their way along are certainly 
not unique. Many, married or not, 
will recognize their experience as 

Jean Patterson 
30 Monica Blvd., Rm. 209 
Lynchburg, VA 24502 
 
Frances Cox 
Heritage Green, Rm 311 
201 Lillian Ln. 
Lynchburg, VA 24502 
 
Harold Morris 
1315 Fenwick Dr. 
Lynchburg, VA 24502 

 

Fall Stewardship  
Campaign Underway 



 

 

NEWS FROM AROUND THE CHURCH 

We hope you have 
had a chance to visit 
the newly complet-
ed play-
ground! Work on 
this area was finally 
completed in Sep-
tember, and it is 

such an asset to our program. We 
love Virginia, but her red clay 
makes a mess, so here’s hoping the 
grass takes hold soon. Thank you 
so much to the property committee 
for all of their help and support 
during this process.  
 
The teachers and children are en-
joying the cooler weather and 
playing outside on this beautiful 
BCC property. Our staff and fami-
lies would like to offer a warm 

The BCC Church Board met on 
Sunday, September 12th. Here is 

a report of their activities. 
 

Board Chair, Walt Rivers, gaveled 
the meeting of the church board 
into order immediately following 
the 10:45 worship service. The 
Board heard reports from the 
Church’s Financial Secretary, Da-
na Manias and the Church Treasur-
er, Stu Robinson. Both reported 
that the church is “holding its 
own” financially. Of particular 
note, Mr. Robinson reported that 
the church currently has $25,595 in 
the checking account and $127,149 
on hand in the sanctuary fund. It 
was also reported that the church 

The Outreach Department is taking 
donations now to support Operation 
Christmas Child. This ministry pro-
vides boxes filled with goodies for 
children in need around the world at 
Christmastime. If you’d like to help, 
lists of needed items are available in 
the church office. Donations are ac-
cepted throughout November with  
packing parties planned for October 
23rd & November 6th. Our goal is 
to fill 50 boxes. Can you help?  

Operation Christmas 
Child In Full Swing 

had received a generous donation 
to the sanctuary fund in memory 
of Charlie and Jo Reynolds. 
 
In other action, the Board received 
with regret the resignation of Mu-
sic Minister, Dave Hyland. Wor-
ship Chair, Susan Epperly, report-
ed that a search is under way to 
find a replacement. Advertise-
ments for the position will be 
made on social media and beyond.   
 
And finally, the Board heard ideas 
for other projects including en-
hancements to the church’s Pavil-
ion suggested by Connie Powers. 
They also received a vision-
casting report from Pastor David 
about the need for a new staff 
member to coordinate program-
ming with the Bedford EHS min-
istry that meets in our building, as 
well as to create programming for 
the church’s current children, 
youth and their families. Both of 
these ideas were referred to other 
committees for future action.  

thank you to the BCC congrega-
tion for sharing the bounty of the 
church’s garden. The fresh pro-
duce is a great way to promote 
healthy choices and appropriate 
eating habits with our young chil-
dren and families.  
 
We look forward to working to-
gether to celebrate Fall at the end 
of October.         

EHS Corner  

Contributed by Janet Trent, Manager 

Board Votes to Receive Bids for 
Building Expansion 
 

The church then heard a report 
from the Vision Committee, pre-
sented by Chair, Walt Rivers con-
cerning an addition to the front of 
the building. Noting the recent rise 
in the cost of lumber, it has been 
suggested that the church explore 
the possibility of building a 
“Gathering Place” (Fellowship 
Hall) and vestibule on the front of 
the building overlooking Moneta 
Road.  
 

A lively discussion ensued about 
how such a space could be utilized 
by the church family as well as the 
community. After the question was 
called, a motion was made and se-
conded to move forward with se-
curing bids to fund this project. The 
motion passed unanimously with a 
quorum of board members present. 
 
Mr. Rivers expressed excitement 
about the meeting, calling it a his-
toric one in the life of the church.   

The new playground’s Astro-turf is nice and 
green. Now, let’s pray the grass on the other side 
of the playground looks as good when it comes in! 



 

 

October Birthdays 
 

Debra Webb   3 
Tamara Davenport  10 
Tina O’Hara   11 
Craig Coleman  14 
John Mitchell   15 
FloLena Harris  15 
Liam Sigmon   16 
Kristie Witt   20 
Bailey O’Hara   26 
Henry Love   27 
Mary Boardwine  30 

 

BEDFORD CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
 (Disciples of Christ) 
 1928 Moneta Road 
 Bedford, VA  24523 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

If you haven’t done so, check out our church’s Facebook page @ Bedford Christian Church. 
Make sure you “like” it and start following it for all of our latest updates. You can also check 
our church’s website at www.bedforddisciples.org or subscribe to our YouTube Channel.  

Celebrations... 
Upcoming…. 

November Birthdays 
 

Chris Sharrett   1 
Gerald Dooley   2 
John Barrett   5 
Bill Sharrett   5 
Teresa Love   6 
Susan Epperly   8 
Stephanie Levey  10 
Carlisle Davenport  10 
 
 

 

October Anniversaries 
 

John & Joanne Goding 1 
Walt & Malinda Rivers 16 
Brian & Jennifer Powers 19 
Henry & Teresa Love  26 

November Anniversaries 
 

Paul Sr. & Lee Orange 2 
Dennis & Alice Wood  17 
 


