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From David’s Desk 

This month marks the 20th anniversary of the 9/11 attacks. For those of us old 
enough to remember, what happened on that day needs no explanation. Imag-
es of the carnage are seared into our mind’s eye. It was a dastardly day, perpe-
trated by terrorists who misjudged America’s resolve. Instead of limping 
away, the U.S. launched a full-scale, multi-pronged attack that led to pro-
longed wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. Under the command of four administrations, the conflict continued until 
finally the last two presidents, Trump and Biden, promised to end it. Tragically, as we’ve seen in recent weeks, 
bringing this war to an end has been as violent and deadly as its beginning. 
 
But war is never tidy; it’s violent and bloody. Worse, it robs the world of the bright futures of the women and 
men who put on uniforms becoming martyrs to someone else’s goals. Now understand, I’m not a pacifist; I do 
believe there are times when fighting must occur to defend the defenseless and give hope to the hopeless. 
Without “just” war, slavery would still be law of the land in parts of the U.S., Hitler’s maniacal Reich would 
rule Europe, and Pol Pot’s murderous regime would still control swaths of Southeast Asia. But even honorable 
conflicts rarely vanquish the flawed ideologies that began them. That’s why racism, neo-Nazism, and reli-
giously-fueled terrorism continue to plague the world.  
 
So what are people of faith, specifically followers of Jesus, supposed to do with all this? Answers to that ques-
tion are as varied as those who speak to it. Unfortunately, scripture is equally conflicted. While Ecclesiastes 
3:8 says, “there is a time for war,” Paul tells the Romans, “so far as it depends on you, live peaceable with 
all.” (12:18) After the Red Sea Miracle that destroyed Pharoah’s armies, the people of Israel worshipped the 
Lord describing Him as “a man of war.” (15:3) Meanwhile Jesus, blessed the virtues of “peacemakers” saying 
they would be called, “children of God.” (Mt. 5:9) We could quote even more scriptures like these, but I think 
the point is clear: though there will always be war, God’s people should work for peace.  
 
That means everything we do should seek to deescalate conflict, rather than heighten it. After all wars, those 
fought between nations, as well as smaller conflicts that divide communities, churches, even families rarely 
begin on battlefields. Instead, they start with a terse word spoken in frustration that is answered by a rude re-
sponse hurled in anger. Yes, violence has its roots in things like jealousy, envy, name-calling and just general 
ugliness. These things should have no part in the life of a follower of Jesus. Instead, as our Lord was humble, 
sacrificial, generous, welcoming and loving, so too should we be. If more of us modeled behavior such as this, 
I can’t help but believe there would be less conflict in our world.   
 
As we reflect on the images of the last desperate flights out of Kabul and the aftermath of twenty years of war 
in Afghanistan, may we also not forget how it began on September 11, 2001. Let’s remember as well that be-
tween these two events, more than 240,000 people have died; including 6,294 Americans, and 114,000 police, 
aid workers and civilians. I will let others smarter than myself discuss the value of it all. As for me, I’ll work 
harder to appreciate and support the peacemakers and all who work to model Christ’s humility, peace and love. 
For if we have any hope of a warless future, it will be because of these.  
  
I’ll see you in Church! 

The Ugliness of War 

Remember and pray.  



 

 

It was August 25, 2001, when we 
moved from Amherst, New Hamp-
shire to Bedford, Virginia. We be-
came transplanted Yankees begin-
ning a journey in a new land. We 
settled in a tiny cottage in Huddle-
ston and immediately began explor-
ing our surroundings. 
 

About two weeks into our new life, 
I commented to my husband that I 
needed to go to church. Church had 
always been a part of our daily life. 

We always served in different ca-
pacities at our church back home. I 
recalled that there was a Disciples 
of Christ church on the corner of 
Bedford Avenue and North Bridge 
Street. We had had experience 
with the Disciples in Bethany, 
West Virginia, when one of our 
daughters attended college there. I 
knew that was where we should 
attend.  
 

Little did we know that September 
11, 2001, would become a pivotal 
point of need for us. Our new 
church family would be our sup-
port system in a terrifying mo-
ment. Once we realized the extent 
of our country’s terror, it became 
very personal for us. There was 
absolutely no way we could con-
nect with our family in New 
Hampshire. The communication 
systems were gone with the tow-
ers.  

The final in a sum-
mer movie series 
will be held on Sat-
urday, September 
11th at 10:30 AM. 
All are invited to 
gather for the movie, 
Courageous. This is 
the story of police 
officer Adam Mitchell who, after a 
personal tragedy, commits to being 
a better Christian, parent and friend 
to his fellow officers. A colleague’s 
“broken moral compass” challenges 
everyone’s new found faith.  
 
All About “Eve” 
Then, after having spent the last six 
weeks building relationships, BCC 
women and their friends are invited 
to participate in a Women’s Bible 
study. Beginning on September 
18th, the study will examine the 

stories of Women of the Bible. 
First up will be the Bible’s first 
woman, Eve. Come and learn “All 
About Eve.”   
 
For more information, contact Di-
anne Gallant.    

The first ever “Lunch Bunch” at 
BCC was such a success, we’re 
going to do it again! All BCC’rs 
are encouraged to invite a friend, 
and dine with Pastor David. This 
month’s event will be held on 
Thursday, September 9th at 1:00 
PM at Sister to Sister Café located 
at 121 South Bridge Street.  
 
Contact the church office ASAP 
to RSVP your attendance. See you 
there!  

Women’s Bible Study To 
Begin in September 

The BCC Church Board will be 
meeting on Sunday, September 
12th immediately following the 
10:45 AM worship service. Chair, 
Walt Rivers, has an agenda with 
action items, so a quorum will be 
necessary. All Board members are 
urged to attend. Thank you.  
 
Department Budgets are Due 
Also, all Department Chairs are 
reminded to submit 2022 budgets 
to the Stewardship Committee no 
later than September 30th. Thank 
you!  

 

We watched in horror the televi-
sion replays of the towers collaps-
ing, the report of a passenger jet 
exploding on impact in Pennsylva-
nia, and the calculated crash of a 
jet into the Pentagon. All this hap-
pening in our country? How could 
this be? I personally still can’t find 
the words to express the fear that 
gripped us.  
 

With the care expressed to us by 
our new pastor and the church 
members, our anxiety eased over 
the many weeks that followed. Fi-
nally we were able to connect with 
our family in New Hampshire. Our 
lives here gradually became the 
norm. We returned to New Hamp-
shire for visits on a regular basis. 
But I’ve never forgotten how far 
away I felt on that sad day which 
now is twenty years past. 

Church Board to Meet  
Sunday, September 12th 

Submitted by Jacqueline Hull 

Lunch Bunch to Dine Again  

The “lunch bunch” had a great time last month at 
Izzy’s. Join us on Sept. 9th at Sister to Sister Café.  



 

 

September 
2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

1 
 
 
 

2 
 

10:30 AM 
Bible Study 

 

 

3 
 

4 

 
The Churchmen 
concert, 7:30 PM 
Bedford Farm-

ers’ Market 

5 
In-House/
Parking  

Lot Service 
9:00 AM 

In-House/Online 
Worship 

10:45 AM 

6 
 

Labor Day 
Church Office 

closed 
No EHS 

  

7 
 
 

8 
 

 

9 
10:30 AM 

Bible Study 
 

1:00 PM 
Lunch Brunch 

for Senior Adults 

10 
 
 

 
 
 

 

11 
 

10:30AM-12PM 
Women of the 
Bible final film  

 

 

12  
 

Board meeting 
following 
10:45 AM  

service 
 

13 
 
 
 
 
 

14 
 
 

 

15 16  
 

10:30 AM 
Bible Study 

 
 

17 
 

 

18 
 

10:30AM-12PM 
Women of the 
Bible - “Eve” 
Bible study 

 

19 

In-House/
Parking  

Lot Service 
9:00 AM 

In-House/Online 
Worship 

10:45 AM 

20 
 
 
 
 
 

 

21 

 
 

 

22 
 

 
 
 

First day of 
Autumn 

23 

 
10:30 AM 

Bible Study 
 
 

 

24 
 

Newsletter  
deadline 

25 
 
 

 26 

In-House/ 
      Parking Lot  

Service 
9:00 AM 

In-House/Online 
Worship 

10:45 AM 

27 
 

 

 

28 
 

 

 

29 
 

 

30 
 

10:30 AM 
Bible Study 

 
*All budgets due 
to Stewardship 

committee 

 
 
 

 
 

*Please  join us for our regular Sunday activities including In-House/Parking Lot Service at 9AM  and In-House & Online Worship at 10:45AM 
 

Those Serving in September 
 

Elders: Susan Epperly, Ed McCoy, Connie Powers (alt.) 
 

Serving in Home: Stuart Saunders, Charles Taylor, Brian Powers (alt.) 
 

Diaconate: Karen Cox (5), Johnny Powers (12), Rushie Wooldridge (19), 
Kathy Sharrett (26) 



 

 

Please Be In Prayer For... 

Our Home Bound Members                       

Carolyn Deeter 
1919 Forest Rd. 
Bedford, VA 24523 
 
Ann Bruner 
1347 Shepherds Store Rd. 
Bedford, VA 24523  

you a box. 
Items that can 
be donated to 
go in the boxes 
include: wash 
cloths, pencils, 
erasers, pens, 
markers, stick-

ers, sewing kits, Play-doh, coloring 
books, stuffed animals, small dolls, 
notebooks, and Christmas note 
cards.  
 
Eleanor Coppedge 
Outreach Chair 

Jean Patterson 
30 Monica Blvd., Rm. 209 
Lynchburg, VA 24502 
 
Frances Cox 
Heritage Green, Rm 311 
201 Lillian Ln. 
Lynchburg, VA 24502 
 
Harold Morris 
1315 Fenwick Dr. 
Lynchburg, VA 24502 

 

BCC’s Committee Chairs and Members 
(Those who volunteer their time to provide leadership need our thoughts, prayers and expressions of encouragement.) 

 

Worship:   Susan Epperly - Chair, Bailey O’Hara, Barbara Powers, Lillie Coleman, Carol Toms,  
    Karen  Cox 
Hospitality/Fellowship:  Dana Manias - Chair, Tina O’Hara, Shauna Saunders, Teresa Love,  
    Rushie Wooldridge 
Outreach:   Lyn & Eleanor Coppedge - Co-Chairs, Tina O’Hara, Dave O’Hara, Jacqueline Hull, Peter 
    Hull 
Membership:   Rosemary Pawlas - Chair, Malinda Rivers, Dave O’Hara, Rushie Wooldridge 
Staff Relations:       Ed McCoy - Chair, Carlisle Davenport, Larry Wood, Connie Powers, Brian Powers,  
    Walt Rivers 
Stewardship:   Walt Rivers & Connie Powers - Co-Chairs, Dana Manias (Financial Secretary), Rosemary 
    Pawlas (Asst. Financial Secretary), Carlisle Davenport (Trustee) 
Christian Education:  Brian Powers - Chair, Robert Pawlas, Larry Wood 
Property:   Larry Wood - Chair, Charles Taylor, Ronnie Blevins, Ethan Walton, Robert Pawlas, Lynn  
    Orange, Shauna Saunders, Ed McCoy, Henry Love, Johnny Powers, Walt Rivers 

Scott Bridges (Stuart Saunders’ brother-in-law), Donnie McKinney 
(friend of Kathy Sharrett), Leona Meadows (Ed McCoy’s mother), 
Sharon Tonas (niece of Peter & Jac Hull), Sarah “Olivia” Rowsey 
(former student of Shauna Saunders), Avery Hardy (great-
granddaughter of Dianne Gallant), Amy Watson (daughter of Rushie 
Wooldridge), Dan Mays (Connie Power’s brother-in-law), Peter 
Hull, Courtney Shepherd (daughter of Bryan and Joyce Parr), Bar-
bara Powers, Joey Zaryczny, Gail Gregory (friend of Ruth Fuller 
and Vicky Motley), Marguerite Cottrell (friend of Doris Tolley), 
Brittney Lawhorn (EHS teacher), Minor McGraw (Jane Taylor’s 
uncle) 

Those On Our Prayer List 

 

Feel free to send a note of encour-
agement and goodwill. Please let 
the church know of any updates. 
Thank you! 

Dear Church family, 
 
Thank you to everybody for my 
cards and gifts for my birthday. 
Love you all! 
 
Dianne Gallant 

From the Outreach Department 
 
Thanks to all who helped with the 
Christmas in July Baskets. Every-
one who donated and helped pack 
then deliver the baskets are so ap-
preciated. Know too that the gifts 
were well received by all who re-
ceived one.  
 
For the month of September, I will 
be putting together Samaritan 
Purse Christmas boxes that will be 
sent in November. If you are inter-
ested, let me know and I will give 

Notes Of 

It is with sadness that the church 
received the resignation of Music 
Minister, David Hyland. He has 
been with us since January and has 
been well loved for his style and 
leadership. Family obligations are 
calling him away, and we wish 
him well. 
 
Thank you, David, for your time 
with us. You will be missed! 

Music Minister Resigns 



 

 

NEWS FROM AROUND THE CHURCH 

Early Head Start playground con-
struction has begun!  There will be 
areas for balancing, 
climbing, digging, riding, 
running, pretending and 
more.  The playground 
will provide ample space 
for important dimensions 
of child development 
such as gross motor, sen-
sory, social, and creative 
skills.  
 
Thank you for your pa-
tience as our contractors 
secure equipment and 
surfaces outside the 
classroom end of the 
building.  You will 
know the playground is 

On Sunday, August 29th, BCC’rs 
gathered in the shade of the church 
pavilion for a fun time of delicious 
food and wonderful fellowship. 
Sponsored by the Worship Depart-
ment, this was the second in a se-
ries of summer music and fellow-
ship events. Unfortunately, Music 
Minister, David Hyland, was under 
the weather that day, so music 
wasn’t on the menu. However, lots 
of delicious food and good conver-
sation was.  
 
Pastor David also brought a brief 
meditation based on the Secret 
Place devotion from that day. As 
only the Holy Spirit can do, the 
meditation dovetailed nicely with 
Pastor David’s sermon from earlier 
in the day. “With so much going 
on in the world to worry us” he 
said, “we can take comfort in the 
presence of God’s Holy Spirit that 

BCC’rs Enjoy Hot Dogs 
and Watermelon  

On Saturday, September 4th at 
7:30 PM our friends at Bedford 
Presbyterian Church invite us to 
join them in welcoming The 
Churchmen. This gospel bluegrass 
band will be performing a set of 
old favorites at the Bedford Farm-
ers’ Market.  
 
Bring a lawn chair and your toe-
tapping shoes and plan on an even-
ing of worship and fun.  

The Churchmen  
to Perform 

intercedes for us ‘with sighs too 
deep for words.’” (Romans 8:36)  
 
The next music and fellowship 
event is being planned to coordi-
nate with an all-church Home-
coming event. The date for this is 
still being planned, so stay tuned 
for more details. 
 
Special thanks is extended to all 
of those who worked so hard to 
make the Hot Dog Feast and Wa-
termelon Bash such a success. 
Blessings to one and all! 

complete when the fence goes 
up!  Our children and teachers 
look forward to enjoying outside 
time atop the beautiful scenic hill 
at Bedford Christian Church!    

EHS Corner  

Contributed by Janet Trent, Manager 

This table full of BCC’rs looks hungry for a hot 
dog!  

Addalynn and Harper enjoyed the 
watermelon, while the group below 
enjoyed conversation. 

Here’s a sneak peek at some of the playground equipment that will 
soon be installed for the Bedford HumanKind Early Head Start 
Center kids to enjoy. When complete, the playground will be within a 
fenced enclosed area on the east side of the building.  



 

 

September Birthdays 

Steve Eckart   1 
Mary Anstice   3 
Larry Wood   4 
Kelsie Davenport  6 
Michael Toms   8 
Pat Hyland   8 
Tucker Powers  9 
Ruth Fuller   10 
Becky Owens   11 
Ed McCoy   12 
Kyndall Witt   13 
Matthew Quarles  13 
Jennifer Powers  13 
Lincoln Chilton  14 
Theresa Wood   14 
Jane Taylor   15 
Mary Grace Boardwine 20 
Rosemary Pawlas  24 
Sarah McCoy Raetzel  24 
Jerry Eckart   26 
Jacob Wood   27 
Lillie Coleman  28 
 

 

BEDFORD CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
 (Disciples of Christ) 
 1928 Moneta Road 
 Bedford, VA  24523 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

If you haven’t done so, check out our church’s Facebook page @ Bedford Christian Church. 
Make sure you “like” it and start following it for all of our latest updates. You can also check 
our church’s website at www.bedforddisciples.org or subscribe to our YouTube Channel.  

Celebrations... 

Upcoming…. 

October Birthdays 
 

Debra Webb   3 
Tamara Davenport  10 
Tina O’Hara   11 
 
 

October Anniversaries 
 

John & Joanne Goding 1 
Walt & Malinda Rivers 16 

September Anniversaries 
 

Larry & Theresa Wood 2 
Lyn & Eleanor Coppedge 4 
Bob & Kathy Mitchell 4 
Jim & JoAnn Owens  9 
Bill & Kathy Sharrett  15 
Victor & Ann Coffey  18 
John & Terri Wheeler  27 


