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This past Sunday my sermon was centered around the parable of the weeds in Matth®®. 1Bi@dntify so
quickly with any talk about weeds but especially with this parable.

Last year the weeds won out as | was out of town at a critical time and when | returned | was unable to my
|l i mas and my green beans . |l can tell you | was
planted those weeds to test my patience (or did he?). However my garden spot was part of a pasture and a
yard. | am not sure what kind of grass grows there and that really makes no difference at all, but | have beet
unable to keep those weeds from coming back. One year there appeared a weed in my corn that was taller
the corn! | also notice that the deer and the rabbits seldom eat the weeds but at times they have played hav
on my treasured crop. Evil is like those persistent weedhsl as long as people are on this earth evil will

existi there are those for whatever reason always want what they want and have no reservations how they ¢
it, be it possessions, power, prestige and the like. Evil continues to exist in the forms of greed hatred, bigotn
envy, jealousy and many more practices that mar our human nature. Weed are persistent and one among tt
especiallyy morning gloried | pull them up when they first appear but then it seems another one takes its
place. | am told that those morning glory seeds can be found deep into the soil. And they are so hard to pul
up once they get going good. | have broken stems, pulled up whole plants trying to separate the morning
glories from some vegetable. And that caught me will quick.

We can talk all we want to about getting rid of
practical because people do repent. But what grabbed me most was that evil can get entangled in our own
lives even though we consider ourselves a child of God and a believer in Christ. There are so many things tl
derail us some are rather subti¢hose distractions include e mails, phone calls, texting, endless meetings,
commercial advertising that promises that we will be handsome or beautiful, or a life without pain, longevity
unmatched and sometimes we fall for this stuff. In one sense some of these things are on the side of good
but when they distract us from our calling to be like Christ then they can be just as entangling as some
noxious weed.

Grace and PeagelJim Compton



Thank You

| would like to thank everyone for their kind expressions

of love and sympathy to me and my familyhave the
most wonderful church family!

Bennie was the love of my life and | will miss him
dearly .Thanks to Jim Compton and Ken Burger for
such a wonderful simple service that Bennie would |
loved.

CMF/CWF MEETING, TUESDAY
AUGUST 1, 2017

Our monthly CMF/CWF meeting will be held on
Tuesday August®iat 6:00 p.m. at the church.

We will have a guest speaker, Bonnie Gentry fro
CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) who
will share with us the important work that CASA
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Address Change

Rev. Charles & Alice Moore
1400 Foothill Village Dr. Apt.431
Angels Camp, CA 95222

Thank You!

|l would to extend mine
portunity to attend the AMPD camp at Craig Springs|
He had a really great t

to volunteer when he is old enough!
He matured so much in this one

weekéitds amazi ng/:)l;y,?
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Thank you,
Carol Toms & Michael Toms

Picnic
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August 12 at 5. Bring a friend! We will also have
he
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covered dish to share.
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2018 Budget Requests are due
Sept 24th 2017 to the
Stewardship Committee

Home Bound

Shirley Dean
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BCC Website News

Great NewH Our monthly church newsletters are now downloadable from BedfordDisciples.org for everyone!
This is the same newsletter you currently receive each month in your email, by regular maitugr gtitke church.
This is just another way to make sure no one misses out on the happenings within the church. We also have an updat
Google Calendar link so everyone can stay up to date on all services, meetings, and other activities! Look in the uppel
|l eft corner of the black box at the bottom of the we
Ahered and you wil/ be taken to the calendar page|. I
site, please let me know. My email address is sweethp@comcast.net.

Lynn Orange,
BCC Website Administrator

Search and Call Committee Outreach Activity Note:

Your Search Committee continues to meet every two weBkslford County DSS will be packing BatkSchool
They are finalizing a congregational profile to be sent toback packs (say that 5 times rapidly) on August 8th from 9
Regional Office. This profile will be a part of the package-noon at St. John's Episcopal Church. Last year, 30 volun-
that prospective applicants will receive. teers packed over 400 back packs.

It is an intense process at this time with everyone workingleanor Coppedge will be leading our church's
diligently. Sometimes it seems a little slow, but there are iavolvement this year.

lot of details about our church and community to be re-

searched.
Houston Crum

Rosemary C. Pawlas.

THIS IS BEDFORD CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES
Newsletter Date: July 21, 2017

We are using this newsletter to update everyone on recent programs and activities going on at Bedford Christian Minis
tries. These activities reflect our commitment to promoting healthy lifestyles among those we serve.

The Summer Kids Food Prograrhas distributed extra food items to families containing 322 youth since the end of the
school year with another month to go. We pack an extra box of food for families with children and then add other food
items per child based on the ages of the children. While we are spending extra funds on this program, we are also ge
ting child-specific donations such as juice boxes from churches and other groups.

The Senior Food Box Prograns up and running at full speed now with more than 70 seniors signed up for the extra
USDA food to compensate for the fact that they get little or no food stamps because they are Social Security recipients
40 seniors are signed up for the boxes and the other thirty are on a wait list for unclaimed boxes. We have been servi
an average of 69 seniors each month in 2017 so far. With monthly incomes ranging between $450 and $1250 a montl
these little extras add up.

BCM sponsored a-6essiorEat Smart, Move Moreourse provided by Annie Clendenon of the VA Cooperative Exten-
sion. The course enhances skills and awareness in food selection, shopping strategies, menu planning, and cooking f
good nutrition. The 4 clients who completed the course were very enthusiastic about what they had learned. We plan
sponsor another course in the fall.

The financial aid department has begun providing assistance with paynpast diie water bill§rom theBedford Re-

gional Water Authority. Because water bills often exceed electricity bills, we have decided to offer this assistance to
complement our program of assistance with past due electricity bills. According to our guidelines, clients may only re-
ceive assistance with one or the other type of utility bill during amp#6th period.

We have recently been informed of a $1000 reduction in the grant we will receive from the United Way of Central Vir-
ginia for 20172018. This gransupports our electricity, fuel and rergssistance programWe do not expect this de-
crease to have a significant impact on our ability to offer this form of assistance to those who need it.



2017 Scholarship Awards

On July 23, 2017, during morning worship service we presented the
2017 BCC Scholarship Certificates to 5 recipients, only one was present to accept his award.
Congratulations to everyone and best wishes for the future.

2017 Craig Springs Camp

Carol & Michael Toms in
front of the Spring House
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w/ Jason Good w/ Camp Directors







